SUMMARY IN ENGLISH f&dt & ari=r

A Letter to God

— G.L. Fuentes

L[]

=)
|
1

BerFoRE You READ

They say faith can move mountains. But what
should we put our faith in? This is the question
this story delicately poses.

Lencho is a farmer who writes a letter to God
when his crops are ruined, asking for a hundred
pesos. Does Lencho’s letter reach God? Does
God send him the money? Think what your
answers to these questions would be, and guess
how the story continues, before you begin to read it.

ACTIVITY

. One of the cheapest ways to send money to

someone is through the post office. Have you
ever sent or received money in this way? Here's
what you have to do. (As you read the
instructions, discuss with your teacher in
class the meanings of these words: counter;
counter clerk; appropriate, acknowledgement,
counterfoil, record. Consult a dictionary if
necessary. Are there words corresponding

to these English words in your languages?)

Inside the post office, go to the counter
marked ‘Money Order’

i

Buy a Money Order (MO) form by paying
50 paise to the person behind the counter

i

Fill in the appropriate boxes in the form
(preferably in BLOCK letters)

i

Pay the counter clerk the amount of
money to be sent along with the charges

1

Take back the MO acknowledgement
counterfoil for your record
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SUMMARY IN ENGLISH

SETTING AND LENCHO

Lencho lived on a hill in a valley. From there he could
see the river and his fields of ripe corn with flowers.
He had done nothing wrong, but he could see only
the sky toward the north-east.

A WOMAN'S REQUEST

A woman came to Lencho asking for water to prepare
supper. Lencho sent her to God, saying,

“Now we’re really going to get some water, woman.”
She replied, “Yes, God willing.”

People were busy with their work; children were
playing near the house.
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THE RAIN

Lencho's wish was fulfilled. Big drops of rain began
to fall. Huge clouds came from the north-east.

The air was fresh and sweet, and Lencho felt happy.
He said the raindrops were like new coins—ten-cent
pieces and five-cent pieces.

THE HAILSTORM

Suddenly, a strong wind and very large hailstones
began to fall with the rain. They looked like silver
coins. The boys ran out to collect the ice pellets.
But in an hour, the hail covered the whole valley
with white, like salt.
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THE DESTRUCTION

Not a leaf was left. The corn was destroyed, the
flowers were gone. Lencho’s soul was filled with
sadness. When the storm passed, he stood in the
field and said to his sons, “A plague of locusts would
have left more than this.”
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:i..A LETTER To GOD - SU MMAkY;'
| './ = CHARACTERS ~

AR _/ Lencho - A poor but hardworking

!

F farmer; has strong faith in God. -] . ;
* A small house on a low hill in a valley. c Lencho’s wife writes a letter
, * Lencho's Wife - Kind and practical; to God asking for rain.
* Afield of ripe corn with flowers. suggests writing a letter to God.
+ North-east mountains where clouds = | » The Boys — Help in the fields and
gather. during the meal.
« The Postmaster - Moved by Lencho’s It rains, but a hailstorm
- " faith; helps him. comes and destroys
L ; J the entire crop.
TR |
@ SUMMARY OF THE STORY " R g
NS y/ I ¢ * Lencho writes another letter
| s Lencho, a poor farmer, lives on a low hill. He has a field of ripe corn E 10/God, asking for'100 pesos
\ to re-sow his field.

that promises a good harvest. His only worry is the need for rain.

Lencho’s wife suggests they write a letter to God for rain. Lencho
agrees, and she writes the letter, asking God for enough rain so that

The postmaster and his
the corn grows well.

colleagues collect money
out of kindness.

Lencho had predicted rain, and soon big drops begin to fall. The clouds
from the north-east mountains approach, the air turns fresh and
sweet, and Lencho feels happy.

They send 70 pesos to
Lencho.

The corn plants and flowers are gone. Lencho is heartbroken but still
has faith in God.

Lencho writes another letter to God, thanking Him for the rain, but

asking for 100 pesos to re-sow his field. Lencho receives the money

| and remains grateful to God
The postmaster reads the letter and is moved by Lencho's simple for His help.
faith. He along with other post office employees collect money and

send 70 pesos to Lencho.

(1
(2
(3
o A heavy downpour (hailstorm) suddenly destroys the entire crop.
(5
(6

:'l ﬂ? Note: Lencho thinks God has sent only 70 pesos instead of 100,
i and yet he remains thankful, saying, “God may have deducted
' the money for the trouble of sending it.”
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The story highlights the power of faith, innocence and
kindness. Lencho’s simple and unshakable faith in God
is matched by the postmaster’s goodness and empathy.




